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Introduction

ÅAgenda

Å1. IP 101

Å2. Origins of IP

Å3. Engineering

Å4. Ethnography

Å5. Ethics

We took the MIT parts registry as our case 

study and looked at some of the 

justifications for development of the parts 

registry as well as some of the implications 

of the parts registry as a tool for innovation 

and development within the field synthetic 

biology.



Intellectual Property 101



Intellectual Property in the U.S.

Ã What is the difference between a 

copyrightand a patent?

Ä Functionality

Ã Who enforcescopyright/patent laws?

Ã How long do copyrights/patents last?  

Copyright

Patent

Trademark

U.S.P.T.O.

U.S.C.O.

Civil suits



IP Rights Management in Synthetic Biology

Ç Analogy to software industry

Ç Adoption of an òopen cultureó

Ç Possible strategies:

Ç Copyleftlicenses

Ç Patents

Ç Non-assertion statements

Ç Sui generis legislation

Ç M.I.T.õs current strategy: Public Domain



A Brief History of Intellectual Property

Ã Patents as Privilege

Ä òletters patentó- bestowed upon by the state 

Ã IP and the Advent of Liberal Democracy

Ä Property as the right of an individual

Â Patent as a method of protecting the IP of an individual 

Ä Protecting intellectual property as a way of doing business

Ã The Corporation as a Person

Ä IP rights extended to corporations

Â Patent ownership

Â Legal protection against infringement similar those granted to individuals





The Open Source Challenge

Ã Current practice defeats the original intent of patents 

Ã Analogy to open source software as a means of 

encouraging innovationand competition

Ã Open source as a business strategy
Ä Success of hardware companies:

Â IBM

Â Linksys

Ã The future of intellectual property? 




